306              CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
Those men went forth who traveled on
Ahead to view the land and scout.
Having struck tents, the host set out
And, fully armed, rode on their way
Once more: by living man no day
Shall be described or told more fraught
With woes. The day before was naught
Compared with this one. They traversed
Full many an evil pass accursed,                                            7)880
And when their pack beasts fell it cost
Them much in victuals that were lost.
It was the will of God to try
Them thus, and thus to testify
That He grants not His joy to those
Who for Him do not suffer woes.
Betwixt midday and nones, anon
We find them come to Ascalon.35
They found it so severely wrecked,
So battered, beaten, and abject,                                              7,890
That climbing the debris to come
Inside the walls was troublesome
And hard. Such mishaps they had had
There was not one who was not glad
To rest. But kter on they got
In plenty the repose they sought.
A STORM   DELAYS THE ARRIVAL   OF   SUPPLIES
Now Ascalon lies on the sea
Of Greece. Thus was it named to me.
I never saw a town located
Fairer, or better situated,                                                      7,900
If only it had port or entry,
For round about is all good country 5
But the water is so perilous
At that point, so tempestuous.
That no vessel could ride secure
35 The Itmerarium (p. 312) gives the date, January 20.